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16 INSPIRATIONAL IDEAS

expressed great disappointment in me. She explained
that being a bystander was just as bad as actually taking
part in the bullying. It's a lesson that has stayed with me

to this very day.

Surprisingly, we are most susceptible to remaining silent
or inactive when we are in a crowd. According to Mark
Levine, a social psychologist at Lancaster University,
crowds "have been blamed for antisocial behaviour
through mechanisms that include peer pressure, mass

hysteria and a diffusion of responsibility - the idea
that 'someone else' will do something, so I don't have
to."' Hence the bystander effect, which he defines as

a o'phenomenon whereby people who would help a

stranger in distress if they were alone, fail to do so in the
presence of others."

4. Kinderscene a poem for a lesson on Yom
Hashoah

Kinderscene is a short poem by the German poet Edwin
Bormann. It dates back to 1893, a time when Germany
was grippedby one of its periodic spates of anti-Semitism.
The poem has all the right ingredients for it to have a
lasting impact on our students. Both the setting and the
characters are familiar to youngsters, a planned birthday
party, friends from school; a teacher and a mother.

Thti action centres around the birthday party to which
Kiithchen, the birthday girl, has invited all her little
friends except one - Rebecca Silberstein. Krithchen is

adamant that she does not want Rebecca to be present

because she is Jewish. Kiithchen has learned from her
teacher at school that the Jews killed Jesus. The speaker's
mother, on the other hand, counsels caution and reminds
the speaker that Silbersteins did not have anything to do

with the murder. In the final stanza the poet repeats the

mother's warning and expresses the hope that it would
be good for the world if people stopped blaming Jews

for Jesus' murder.

The character constellation in the poem is such that it
lends itself to being linked with a famous quotation
by the renowned Hebrew University historian, Yehuda
Bauer: "Thou shalt not be a perpetrator; thou shalt
not be a victim; and thou shalt never, but never, be a
bystander."

It is fairly clear-cut for students to apply the different
terminologies in the quotation to the characters in the

poem. Kiithchen is identified as a perpetrator/collaborator
who is under the influence of her teacher, who can also be

labelled as a perpetrator/instigator. Obviously Rebecca

is the victim while the speaker's mother distinguishes
herself by not being a bystander. Like the poet's voice
in the last stanza, she too can be described as a warning
conscience.

Having analyzed the roles of the different characters
in the poem the lesson can be directed to the level of
'education as art'. In this realm the lesson has an effect
on our students' sense of justice and subsequently on
their own ethical behaviour. A key question to set this
evaluative phase in motion might be: "Is there any link
between the poem and Edmund Burke's adage 'Al1 that
is necessary for evil to triumph is for good men to do
nothing?"'

Students have no difficulty expressing the concept
that evil triumphs when a little girl called Rebecca is

ostracized for being Jewish. They also observe that
there are 'good men' who could have prevented this act
of ostracism from happening by saying: "If Rebecca is
not invited, we won't come either!" However, the little
girls, with their sweet sounding diminutive names' are

probably swayed by their teacher's bias and do not have
the guts to boycott the birthday party. Being too young
and immature may very well be an excuse to get the six
girls off the hook. No such leniency, however, should
be meted out to our students, who have learned that one
can't escape culpability by being bystanders.

Lessons, as we all know, can make a difference for good
or bad. The behaviour of the teacher rn Kinderscene, for
example, is to the detriment of his students. He poisons
their minds by perpetuating century-old prejudices
against Jews. Contrast him with a teacher called Mr.
Whitson in that thought-provoking short story Best
Teacher I Ever Had. He turns his students into
questioning, inquisitive human beings who have the
courage to speak their own minds and to contradict
others if they think they are wrong. This is what
"teaching lessons with a difference" is all about!

5. The short play Little Old LadY

Little Old I'ady by the Anglo-Jewish playwright Arnold
Wesker, also deals with the bystander phenomenon.
The play is set in the carrtage of a moving London
underground train. Two youngsters called Sammy and

Trish are keeping themselves entertained by playing a

silly question and answer game. Trish asks the questions:
"What's the capital of Spain? What's the capital of
Denmark?" to which Sammy has only one answer:
"Dunno."

Enter the little old lady. She sits down next to the

youngsters and aft'..x a short while joins in and starts

giving the names of the capital cities Sammy can't recall
or has never even heard of. Surprised at Sammy's lack
of knowledge she exclaims: "Don't they teach you these

things at school?" to which Trish responds: "Got no time
to teach us. Too busy getting us through exams."
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